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the Teacher reporter

The department of basic edu-
cation has officially launched 
its ambitious teacher laptop 

initiative following the announce-
ment of the project by former educa-
tion minister Naledi Pandor in May 
last year.

The initiative, which has received 
a mixed response from education 
experts, is part of the department’s 
efforts to integrate information and 
communications technology (ICT) in 
teaching and learning.

T h e  l a p t o p s ,  t o  b e  m a d e 
available to all teachers 
in public education 
schooling, will have 
internet access and 
be loaded with school 
administration and 
national curriculum 
software. 

T h e  d e p a r t -
ment  will  offer 

each teacher a subsidy to buy a lap-
top that meets a set of specifications. 
theTeacher reported on the depart-
ment’s earlier announcement on the 
initiative in the August and October 
2009 editions. 

Teachers will be able to purchase 
laptops early next year and provin-
cial education departments will 
inform teachers and implement the 
venture.

The launch of the initiative took 
place early in December in Pretoria 
at a meeting of the Council of Edu-
cation Ministers. Representatives 
from the South African Teachers’ 

Organisation, the National 
Teachers’ Union, 
the South Afri-
can Democratic 
Teachers’ Union, 
the Professional 

Educators’ Union 
and the National 

Professional Teach-
e r s ’  O r g a n i s a -
tion also attended 

the launch.

Laptop initiative 
launched

in public education 
schooling, will have 
internet access and 
be loaded with school 
administration and 
national curriculum 
software. 

T h e  d e p a r t -
ment  will  offer 

and the National 
Professional Teach-

e r s ’  O r g a n i s a -
tion also attended 

the launch.

Under the scheme, 
teachers will receive 

loans to buy laptops

Exam leaks 
plugged

B
asic Education Minister 
Angie Motshekga has 
done the right thing by 
stepping into the matric 
exam mess in Mpuma-

langa and deciding that the national 
department will take over the 
administration of its exams. Stupid-
ity and corruption among education 
officials in that province have for too 
long blighted the education experi-
ence and prospects of learners.

Mpumalanga’s matric results 
came under scrutiny when five 
papers were leaked in October. 
Thirteen people, including an offi-
cial from the correctional services 
department, a worker at Clicks, 
a teacher and 10 learners, were 
arrested after police found the syn-
dicate photocopying maths, physics 
and accounting question papers at 
an Internet Café in Barberton.

Motshekga’s decision to release this 
province’s results came at the 11th 
hour, meaning that traumatised candi-
dates had to agonise over their results.

Writing matric exams is not a 

picnic and experiencing delays in 
accessing your results is traumatic. 
And there is a long history of offi-
cial cruelty to learners. In 2004 
the results were withheld due to
irregularities. In 2008 9 000 learn-
ers did not receive their results on 
time because the province failed to 
submit their results to the national 
department because information 
was missing.

In 1998, when I still harboured 
dreams of this country eventually get-
ting a functional education system, I 
reacted with caution when Mpuma-
langa suddenly achieved a 72% matric 
pass rate. An investigation then found 
the results had been inflated by 20%.

The department’s temerity in 
believing it could get away with 
cheating is something that has 
remained with me. And the edu-
cation member of the executive 
 committee at the time of the marks 
inflation was David Mabuza — the 
current premier of the province.

He and his education cronies have 
been silent about the latest saga. They 

have largely left the handling of  the 
scandal to Motshekga and Umalusi. Is 
Mabuza hoping that by saying noth-
ing people will forget the incident? 
Where is the accountability? 

With the Mpumalanga education 
department coming under the care 
of the national education depart-
ment I hope the national chief direc-
tor of exams, Nkosinathi Sishi, will 
emulate University of Free State 
vice-chancellor Jonathan Jansen 
— a maverick who has both the 
common sense and the balls of steel 
needed to go into a messy situation 
and clean it up without any fear.

And Motshekga needs to send an 
expert team to investigate all the 
structures and deficiencies in the 
provincial department, as Naledi 
Pandor did in the Eastern Cape early 
last year. If she does not resolve the 
whole mess, the system will remain 
a tragicomedy.

Mpumalanga has again failed to deliver 
the goods, so drastic measures have been 
taken, writes Primarashni Gower

● The 2009 national pass rate is 
60.6%, down from 2008’s 62.5%.
● 551 940 learners wrote, com-
pared with 533 561 in 2008.
● 417 schools achieved a 100% 
pass rate nationally; the number 
of schools with an under-20% 
pass rate has declined.
● KwaZulu-Natal improved its pass 
rate from 57.6% in 2008 to 61.1%. 
● Pass rates declined in all prov-
inces but KwaZulu-Natal and 
North West. Northern Cape was 
the worst, with an 11% drop.

Matric stats

News
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M
y wife and I met Curtis and 
his wife Rose in the 1960s 
through Jonathan Paton. Our 
friendship was characterised 

by intense discussions about politics, lit-
erature and education.

Curtis and I shared a passion for teach-
ing literature and we decided to teach at 
each other’s schools. The standard nine 
class (grade 11) in Orlando High School 
expected me to discuss Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest.

A young man said the learners were 
grateful I had come, and added: “You 
see, you are Prospero and I am Caliban. 
You stole my land and I am going to kill 
you!” He sat. The class waited.

I asserted that the play was about more 
than just that. This precipitated a vigor-
ous discussion. I think I learned more 
than anyone else.

At my school Curtis analysed the politi-
cal implications of Roy Campbell’s Zulu 
Girl and provoked the young people to 
investigate such words as “girl”.

It became irrevocably clear that there 
was a revolutionary need for an entirely 
new education system. This is what Cur-
tis spoke for throughout his career.

When Curtis was detained, he asked 
for me to see him. He was on the 10th 
floor of John Vorster police station, that 
place of dread, pain and death.

A sharp-faced young man with bright red 
hair and very blue eyes asked me: “Are you 
a family member?” “No.” “Then get out! 

Go well: Curtis Nkondo

When we want you, we’ll fetch you.”
A friendship with Curtis was 

demanding and sometimes required 
courage. But it was always enriching, 
enlivening and generated a sense of 
dignity. He was a remarkable person 
and a wonderful teacher. — Michael 
Gardiner

Curtis Nkondo died in December, aged 
81, after a lifetime struggle for educa-
tional justice. He was buried with full 
honours by the ANC, the SACP, student 
and women’s organisations and the 
state. President Jacob Zuma attended 
and the minister of basic education, 
Angie Motshekga, spoke at the memorial 
service at Regina Mundi in Soweto. This 
was in recognition of the role he played 
in the struggle for educational justice 
and full liberation for all in South Africa

EDUCATION LABOUR RELATIONS COUNCIL

VANS000188_School Book Offering 200x260.indd   1 11/18/09   2:08:59 PM
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Innovative Teachers
Forum

What is a blog?
A blog is an online journal website 
where entries are commonly displayed 
in reverse chronological order. “Blog” 
can also be used as a verb, meaning 
to maintain or add content to a blog. 
Many blogs provide commentary on 
a particular subject; others function 
as personal online diaries. The abil-
ity of readers to leave comments in 
an interactive format is an important 
part of blogs.

Reason for the project
I wanted the school’s grade four and 
five learners to get involved in some-
thing that would develop their lit-
eracy skills. I wanted to bring more 
of the interactive Web 2 and 21st cen-
tury skills into my teaching, and blog-
ging seemed a good start for the pri-
mary school learners. I also wanted 
the learners to see that there’s a world 
community out there to reach and 

touch — and that this could be done 
effectively using information and com-
munication technology (ICT).

Project summary
A group of grade four and five learners 
reached out to elderly people living in 
a nearby home through blogging and 
by teaching the elderly people how to 
blog. They even reached out to the rest 
of the world through various blogging 
projects and wrote collaborative stories 
with schools in Canada and Argentina.

How will this project help?
•Learners would be exposed to many 
different areas of content as they 
worked on their blogs.
•Learners would see this project as a 
journey where they would touch and 
uplift various communities.
• They would start by bonding with 
senior citizens, get to know them and 
teach them how to blog.
•Learners would link with a local for-
merly disadvantaged classroom com-
munity in Cape Town and classroom 
communities in other countries doing 
collaborative blog-friendly projects.
•Learners would discover that we can 
make a difference in people’s lives.
•Learners would experience enriched 
learning experiences and exciting new 
friendships.

Requirements
Software:

• We used edublogs.org to create our 
blogs and all comments are monitored.
• We wrote our posts in Microsoft 
Word and then transferred them to the 
blogs. We used Microsoft PowerPoint, 
Microsoft Photo Editor for editing pho-
tos, Internet Explorer for exploring on 
the web, Microsoft Publisher for cre-
ating invitations and posters, Story-
Maker2 for illustrating the stories and 
ZapGrab for cutting and pasting.
• We used a large number of free Web 

2 tools for our blogs: voki.com, 
bunnyherolabs.com, photofunia.
com, xtranormal.com, slide.com, 
vocaroo.com, msnletter.ws and 
widgetbox.com. 
As the project progressed we used 
blogger.com to make the blogs for 
the senior citizens, ethernet.com 
for writing collaboratively and 
slideboom.com for uploading sto-
ries.

Hardware and other resources:
• Computers
• Internet access
• Digital camera; video camera
• Telephone 
•Printer
•Paper and binders 

Learning outcomes
Various outcomes were achieved. In 
the social sciences (history):
• Learners use information to 
answer questions about past people, 
events, objects and places.
• Learners communicate knowl-
edge and understanding in a variety 
of ways.
• Learners identify similarities and 
differences between ways of life in 
different places at different times.

In the languages:
• Learners learn how to write dif-
ferent kinds of texts for different 
purposes and audiences.
•Develop and organise ideas 
through a writing process:

• Learners produces neat and 
leg ib le  work  wi th  a t tent ion 
to presentation.

Feedback
All the learners really enjoyed this 
project. The senior citizens loved 
being linked to the learners and 
were amazed at what we are doing. 

How did you become inter-
ested in using ICT?
I once taught at a school in Pine-
town in KwaZulu-Natal where a 
number of computers were donated. 
I decided to use these in lessons. I 
have never looked back!

What is the role of ICT in 
education?
The world is becoming very techno-
logically advanced and it is impor-
tant that schools keep up with what 
is happening. The learners pick up 
technology very quickly, and often 
they are the ones who teach the 
teachers! I think that in addition 
to a computer lab, every classroom 
should have a computer that is con-
nected to the internet.

Lessons learned
School can be really fun when you 
are in contact with other communi-
ties and can impact and uplift com-
munities using ICT.

Name: Fiona Beal
School:  Fish Hoek Primary 
School, Western Cape
Teaching years: 20
Subject areas/grades: Grades 
one to seven and the computer 
teacher at Fish Hoek Primary
Project name: Bonding through 
Blogging

Start a blog, create a bond

F
iona Beal won the com-
munity category in the 
2009 Microsoft Innovative 
Teachers’ Forum Awards 
with a project in which 

her charges taught the elderly how 
to blog.

Fiona Beal

SAMF_Ad_20x14.5_FA.indd   1 12/31/09   11:00:26 AM
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KIRSTENHOF PRIMARY SCHOOL

Building a strong foundation

Ryan Hoffmann

K
i r s t e n h o f  P r i m a r y 
School starts instilling 
the building blocks for 
successful achievements 
in maths and literacy as 

soon as grade one learners enter the 
school’s gates for their first lesson.

This approach works for the 
school, which is situated in the 
southern suburbs of Cape Town, 
because by the time learners 
leave grade three, they are in com-
mand of the foundational skills for 
further learning.

Since the introduction of annual 
literacy and numeracy benchmark 
tests for grades three and six learn-
ers in the Western Cape in 2002, 
Kirstenhof Primary has consistently 
achieved high scores, reaching 98% 
for numeracy in the 2008 assess-
ments, which also measure literacy.

“Our strategy starts from grade 
one and we try to ensure that there 
is consistency in the way numeracy 
is taught throughout the grades,” 
said Helen Odendaal, head of the 
foundation phase department.

She said: “We try to focus on the 
basics. If children cannot do the 
basics such as counting they will 
find it almost impossible to move 
on to more complex tasks such as 
working with measurements and 
handling data.”

Teachers at the school, particu-
larly in the foundation phase, 
work together closely and 

each learner has a profile contain-
ing his or her personal information. 
This tracks a child’s progress and 
stays with the child’s class teach-
ers throughout his or her stay at 
the school.

“There is lots of follow-up from 
grade to grade. The profiles provide 
teachers with detailed information 
on the class work taught and indi-
vidual learners’ records, so a teacher 
knows exactly where the learners 
are when they arrive at the start of 
each year.”

This allows for greater interac-
tion and feedback between teachers, 
and this benefits the learners. The 
system also allows teachers to take 
note of the differences at which the 
learners progress and enables them 
to tailor individual tasks to suit each 
learners’  ability.

Teachers also try different ways of 
class teaching in order to maintain 
the learners’ interest levels and try 
to make lessons enjoyable.

“We encourage class teachers to 
try various methods in their class-

Tips for teachers 
Three basic principles of progress for all your learners

Group teaching is essential to get results
Separating learners into groups according to their
ability will allow them to learn at their own pace
and ensure they make progress

Learners develop at different levels
Keep teaching at a level learners can comprehend
to ensure they keep up with the class work

Numeracy builds confidence in learners
Go back to using arithmetical counters and concrete apparatus
such as fingers or objects when teaching the basics

Nurture confidence

Keep up to speed

Include everyone Tips for teachers
brought to you by

Graphic: JOHN McCANN  Source: TEACHINGTIPS.COM

1
2

3
4 5

rooms, such as mat work, group 
work and work on the blackboard 
so learners are not expected to con-
centrate for the entire lesson,” says 
Odendaal. “Children at that age can-
not concentrate for long periods and 
we find breaking up a lesson in this 
fashion has a positive effect on the 
learning process.”

Teachers also try to include prac-
tical work such as using concrete 
apparatus and water bottles to dem-
onstrate principles, for example 
of volume. That way learners can 
relate more easily to concepts that 
are often quite advanced.

Odendaal says that while the 

school is “blessed with resources”, 
the most basic household items can 
be used in the classroom because 
“learners are more receptive to dem-
onstrations and concrete work”.

Access to financial resources 
 enables staff to provide extra les-
sons for learners who are struggling 
in a particular area, with regular 
afternoon sessions in both literacy 
and numeracy.

Odendaal said the school owes 
much of its success to the contribu-
tion of parents.

“Support from parents is a major 
contributing factor,” she says. “They 
are more than willing to help in 
any way they can and this makes a 
huge difference.”

The parents are essential in help-
ing their children with homework. 
Odendaal says their help ensures 
that the children become comfort-
able with their subject matter.

“Lots of the kids are scared of 
maths so it is important that we 
monitor each and every one closely 
to make sure they don’t fall behind. 
If they do, we hold regular after-
school classes in both literacy and 
numeracy, particularly at founda-

A Cape Town 
primary school finds 
that it’s best to 
catch learners early 
when it comes to 
maths and literacy

tion phase level.”
Thanks to parental support the 

school has been able to offer profes-
sional development support to less 
privileged and underperforming 
schools in the area.

Odendaal and her team believe 
that making sure learners have a 
solid understanding of literacy has 
a positive impact on their ability to 
deal with numeracy concepts.

“We try as far as possible to 
develop a child holistically because 
if we tried to teach in isolation we 
would not be as successful as we are. 
Being able to read and understand 
most definitely has a positive effect 
on the children’s learning ability.”

This, coupled with the old-fash-
ioned drilling of basics, ensures that 
the school maintains its high stand-
ards in the benchmark testing.

Starting right: Kirstenhof Primary School says its strategy is for all learners to get the basics in numeracy 
and literacy through its foundation programme. Photos: David Harrison

“We encourage 
class teachers 
to try various 
methods in their 
classrooms such as 
mat work, group 
work and work on 
the blackboard”
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Sci-Bono events
January 18 to 22
Tim Harrison from the University 
of Bristol’s School of Chemistry 
will be at Sci-Bono performing 
his entertaining and educational 
Pollutant’s Tale for grade 10-12 
learners.
February 1 to 5 and 15 to 19
Grade 10, 11 and 12 career 
guidance festivals.
February 22 to 26
Foundation phase learners and 
their teachers can participate in a 
range of activities geared especially 
to support the Foundations for 
Learning campaign.

Brought to you by;

B
u y i s i w e  S o n d e z i -
Mhlungu is a lecturer 
at the University of 
Johannesburg. She is 
also studying for a doc-

torate in cerium-based compounds 
and intermetallic systems. When 
she graduates she will be the first 
woman to hold a PhD in this field.

What sparked your interest in 
science?
It was curiosity. I have always ques-
tioned how and why things happen 
the way they do in our universe. Sci-
ence provides answers and helps to 
explain the physical world we live 
in. Also, my parents always told me 
as I was growing up that if I didn’t 
want to struggle with finances, sci-
ence was the ideal subject to choose 
because there were a number of 
sources of financial assistance for 
people involved in science-related 
careers. I also wanted to prove for 
myself that anybody can succeed 
in a scientific career, irrespective 
of background, colour or gender — 
especially as science has been con-
sidered a difficult subject.

Was there a particular event or 
person that persuaded you to 
pursue a career in this field?
I grew up with the knowledge that 
if I wanted doors to be opened for 
me career-wise I should do science. I 
knew that anyone who was studying 

science and wanted to pursue a sci-
entific career would not be limited 
by financial problems. My parents 
preached that gospel also and luck-
ily I had in me already the convic-
tion that whatever career I chose 
would include science.

What is your field of science all 
about?
My field of study is based on mate-
rial science, specifically strongly cor-
related electron systems. The com-
pounds/materials made and studied 
normally contain a special element 
that tends to show an unusual inter-
action with neighbouring elements. 
The interaction of elements with one 
another gives different kinds of mate-
rials properties. We explore in detail 
how these materials behave under 
low temperatures and varying applied 
magnetic fields.

What advice do you have for young 
people who have an interest in 
your field?
It is true that any success requires a 
bit of hard work and sacrifice. One 
does not get into research or earn the 
title of scientist without having at 
least a master’s degree. After a junior 
degree an honours degree is required 
by most institutions to allow a stu-
dent to register for a master’s degree, 
which allows entry into the research 
field. Research is the field of “mara-
thon runners” and very inquiring peo-
ple. My field of study is very rare and 
it opens up new discoveries that were 
not known previously in physics.

How can young people get involved 
in your area of specialisation?
Any young person who is interested 
in this field must have at least an 
honours degree in physics. Then they 
can start their research at a master’s 
level. This means one has to enrol for 

a BSc degree with physics as one of 
the major subjects. At honours level 
(physics) students are then intro-
duced to small projects that will 
lead them to enrol in their particu-
lar field of interest. At present, the 
institutions that offer this research 
field (strongly correlated electron 
systems) in South Africa are the 
University of Johannesburg and 
the University of the Western Cape 
(physics departments).

How do you spend your free time 
when you are not in the lab?
This might sound unrealistic but I 
don’t have free time. I have to create 
time to do things other than being at 
work, writing up research and being 
in the laboratory. I make time to 
spend with my family, especially my 
two daughters, and time for read-
ing and also to go for choir practice. 
The time that I don’t sacrifice is 
time for churchgoing. In spite of my 
busy schedule, I always respect and 
reserve my Sunday morning hours 
for church attendance.

Meet the scientist

Full steam ahead: Buyisiwe Sondezi-Mhlungu will become the first woman to hold a PhD in cerium-based 
compounds and intermetallic systems when she graduates. Photo: Delwyn Verasamy

Age: 33

Schools attended: I went 
to Cooper Combined Primary 
School and then to  Lengola 
Secondary and Emfundweni High 
School. Both are in Newcastle 
in KwaZulu-Natal. My tertiary 
studies have been at Vista 
University, Rand Afrikaans 
University and the University of 
Johannesburg.

Science is great because …
It explains the world we live 
in. It explains why some things 
happen in our environment and 
why others don’t. Science helps 
improve our living conditions 
because various kinds of 
research findings are eventually 
implemented and our living 
conditions improve. Examples are 
electricity, fast computers and 
the media, to mention just a few.

I admire …
My parents. In spite of their 
poor education and not having 
a permanent job, they still 
managed to send all 10 of their 
children to school. They granted 
us the  independence that is 
gained by having an education 
and having a career. I admire 
a person who makes use of 
every opportunity in life — and 
remember, life is not our private 
property; we’re just borrowing 
it — and I admire a person who 
lives in a positive way, and who 
pushes against all odds to try 
to improve his or her life and 
eventually contribute positively 
to other people’s lives also.

Buyisiwe 
Sondezi-Mhlungu 
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Thabang Koahela reviews

STANZA’S SOCCER WORLD CUP 
by Zachariah Rapola (Maskew Miller 
Longman) R69.95

T
he novel is set in 2010 
and South Africa, the 
host nation, is preparing 
for the biggest sporting 
event in the world, the 

Fifa World Cup.
Stanza, the young protagonist, 

is mad about soccer and dreams of 
playing in the World Cup. Realis-
ing that most young people from his 
neighbourhood, the Sjwetla infor-
mal settlement in Alexandra Town-
ship, northeast of Johannesburg, 
share his passion, Stanza establishes 
a diski (township lingo for soccer) 

mini-league.
Apart from also 

being the coach of 
the Sjwetla Dyna-
m o s  F o o t b a l l 
Club, Stanza has 
more interests 
tha t  inc lude 
membership of 
a band called 
A f r o m y x , 
which is led by 
his brother Vusi, and a 
vegetable delivery business.

When the mini-league is estab-
lished, many teams from the neigh-
bourhood register with it to play. 
For his work, Stanza attracts atten-
tion from donors and soccer sup-
porters all over the world. 

They help him develop his foot-
ball project further. This does not sit 
well with a crooked businessman, 
Don Pedro, who tries to undermine 
Stanza, but his efforts fail and Stanza 
succeeds in playing some part in the 
World Cup. In the background you 

can imagine the buzzing of 
vuvuzelas and the noise of 

thousands of spectators.
In my township, Kagiso on 

the West Rand, I have seen 
lots of Stanzas. Some make it 
in life, but most just stand and 

watch their dreams disappear. 
This book mirrors this world 

in which talented and hopeful 
youngsters from underprivileged 

communities wish to make it in 
this complex world.
Reading about a reality that I 

experience first-hand on a daily 
basis made reading this book easy 
as I could relate to what Stanza 
went through.

I applaud the author for tapping 
into the world of the poor where 
children sometimes manage to rise 
against all odds to find their places 
in the sun.

Thabang Koahela finished grade 12 
at Mosupatsela Secondary School 
last year

Van Schaik, the largest specialist 
academic book chain in the coun-
try, has opened a book store at the 
popular Maponya Mall in Soweto, 
giving it access to a market of more 
than four million people.

As an academic bookstore it will 
cater especially for students studying 
at the University of Johannesburg’s 
Soweto campus. Learners at schools 
in the surrounding communities will 
also benefit.

Stephan Erasmus, Van Schaik’s man-
aging director, said the bookstore was 
long overdue and would make life eas-
ier for students in the area.

“Van Schaik will offer school text-
books and we will cater specifically for 
students studying at the University of 
Johannesburg’s Soweto campus and 
Unisa students based in Soweto. Nurs-
ing and medical students who are 

Against all odds

studying and working at Baragwanath 
Hospital will also benefit hugely from 
our stock,” he said.

Erasmus said the company’s ulti-
mate aim was to be a “resource for the 
entire community of Soweto” by pro-
viding relevant books and promoting a 
culture of learning. Schools will get a 
12% discount on sales of R10 000 and 
more, and books worth R5 000 on sales 
of R40 000 and more. The company will 
source staff from the local community.

Former boxing champion, Dingaan 
Thobela, the author of The Rose of 
Soweto, launched his book at the store.

Ironically the opening of the book-
store follows on the heels of the collapse 
of Exclusive Books at the same centre 
in mid-2009. Its closure was blamed on 
readers’ lack of interest in reading fic-
tion, as most customers were students 
who bought academic books.

Encyclopedia Britannica, a home of 
writers, thinkers and philosophers, is 
searching for the oldest complete set 
of copies of the Britannica dating as 
far back as the 1800s and early 20th 
century. This is in celebration of the 
encyclopedia’s longevity and also to 
“hear out how the brand has featured 
in people’s lives”, said Encyclopaedia 
Britannica’s Ian Grant.

He said they “hope this quest will 
uncover hidden gems” and that any 
private owner of the oldest com-
plete set will win a “limited edition 

2010 32-volume encyclopedia with a 
Renaissance binding worth R40 000.

Entrants will automatically be 
entered into a free prize draw in 
which they could win one year’s full 
access to a huge database of Britan-
nica Online worth over R500.

Those interested can register by 
visiting: www.brittanicabooks.co.za/
entry or send your name, contact 
details, print set publication year or 
story to quest@jacklinenterprises.
com or fax 011 314 2984. The closing 
date for entries is February 28.

In search of old Britannica

Academic book chain 
stretches to Soweto

The Van Schaik book chainstore has opened at Soweto’s Maponya 
Mall. Photo: Oupa Nkosi

Thabang Koahela reviews

THE BILLION-DOLLAR SOCCER BALL 
by Michael Williams (Maskew Miller 
Longman) R79.97

Zimbabwean Deo is a young 
village boy with a crazy obses-
sion for soccer.

Deo lived with his mother, grand-
father and brother Innocent but, 
because of political instability in 
Zimbabwe, the family is forced to 
trek to South Africa, where they 
become refugees. After putting up 
with wild animals and crossing the 
Limpopo River, the family settles in 
Musina on a tomato farm.

Because the tomato farmer pays Deo’s 
family and other Zimbabwean farm 
workers small wages, the local com-
munity treats them harshly. When the 
farm situation becomes too tense, Deo 
and Innocent flee to Johannesburg. 

As South Africa witnesses the first 
wide-scale xenophobic violence, 
Innocent dies at the hands of attack-
ers and Deo catches a train to Cape 
Town where he becomes a glue-
sniffing street child.

Af ter  not ic ing 
Deo’s soccer skills, 
Salie, the coach of 
a street soccer team, 
recruits him to play. 
When Deo becomes 
the team’s star player, 
some members of the 
team start discriminat-
ing against him.

At a meeting set up by 
the team, the players are given an 
opportunity to tell their stories of 
where they come from and how they 
landed up on the streets. This helps 
Deo and his teammates understand 
one another better and they embark 
on a new friendship, and their soc-
cer team becomes one of the best.

Deo is chosen to play in the Street 
Soccer World Cup team representing 
South Africa. In the finals of the tour-
nament the team plays against Brazil.

When reading this book, my great-
est wish was that I could have read it 
before the xenophobic attacks last year. 
This novel, apart from the soccer angle, 
drives home the message that we need 
to have tolerance for foreigners.

Before, it was common in many 
of our communities to use the 
name makwerekwere,  and 
nobody thought it was wrong. 
I think it is important that 
young people try to under-
stand why people come to 
our country.

I found it refreshing to 
read about this important 

topic in the way it is presented. The 
language is easy to follow. What I did 
not like about the story is that the 
author does not tell us who wins the 
South Africa and Brazil match.

Thabang Koahela finished grade 12 
at Mosupatsela Secondary School 
last year

When Deo becomes 
the team’s star player, 
some members of the 
team start discriminat-

At a meeting set up by 

Before, it was common in many 
of our communities to use the 
name 
nobody thought it was wrong. 
I think it is important that 
young people try to under-
stand why people come to 
our country.

read about this important 
topic in the way it is presented. The 

Tolerance through soccer

Apart from also 
being the coach of 
the Sjwetla Dyna-
m o s  F o o t b a l l 
Club, Stanza has 

his brother Vusi, and a 

can imagine the buzzing of 
vuvuzelas and the noise of 

thousands of spectators.
In my township, Kagiso on 

the West Rand, I have seen 
lots of Stanzas. Some make it 
in life, but most just stand and 

watch their dreams disappear. 
This book mirrors this world 

in which talented and hopeful 
youngsters from underprivileged 

communities wish to make it in 
this complex world.

Win one of three copies of 
Stanza’s Soccer World Cup and 
one of three copies of The Billion-
Dollar Soccer Ball courtesy of 
Maskew Miller Longman. To 
win, SMS “teacher” followed by 
“books” to 37406 (SMS costs R2).

Giveaway

UPSKILL YOURSELF IN 
SCHOOL MANAGEMENT & LEADERSHIP

Edutel Skills Development in collaboration with 
the University of Johannesburg 

offers you the opportunity to upskill yourself in School Management 
and Leadership. This is a Qualification pathway that leads to the 
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Thabang Koahela reviews

STANZA’S SOCCER WORLD CUP 
by Zachariah Rapola (Maskew Miller 
Longman) R69.95

T
he novel is set in 2010 
and South Africa, the 
host nation, is preparing 
for the biggest sporting 
event in the world, the 

Fifa World Cup.
Stanza, the young protagonist, 

is mad about soccer and dreams of 
playing in the World Cup. Realis-
ing that most young people from his 
neighbourhood, the Sjwetla infor-
mal settlement in Alexandra Town-
ship, northeast of Johannesburg, 
share his passion, Stanza establishes 
a diski (township lingo for soccer) 

mini-league.
Apart from also 

being the coach of 
the Sjwetla Dyna-
m o s  F o o t b a l l 
Club, Stanza has 
more interests 
tha t  inc lude 
membership of 
a band called 
A f r o m y x , 
which is led by 
his brother Vusi, and a 
vegetable delivery business.

When the mini-league is estab-
lished, many teams from the neigh-
bourhood register with it to play. 
For his work, Stanza attracts atten-
tion from donors and soccer sup-
porters all over the world. 

They help him develop his foot-
ball project further. This does not sit 
well with a crooked businessman, 
Don Pedro, who tries to undermine 
Stanza, but his efforts fail and Stanza 
succeeds in playing some part in the 
World Cup. In the background you 

can imagine the buzzing of 
vuvuzelas and the noise of 

thousands of spectators.
In my township, Kagiso on 

the West Rand, I have seen 
lots of Stanzas. Some make it 
in life, but most just stand and 

watch their dreams disappear. 
This book mirrors this world 

in which talented and hopeful 
youngsters from underprivileged 

communities wish to make it in 
this complex world.
Reading about a reality that I 

experience first-hand on a daily 
basis made reading this book easy 
as I could relate to what Stanza 
went through.

I applaud the author for tapping 
into the world of the poor where 
children sometimes manage to rise 
against all odds to find their places 
in the sun.

Thabang Koahela finished grade 12 
at Mosupatsela Secondary School 
last year

Van Schaik, the largest specialist 
academic book chain in the coun-
try, has opened a book store at the 
popular Maponya Mall in Soweto, 
giving it access to a market of more 
than four million people.

As an academic bookstore it will 
cater especially for students studying 
at the University of Johannesburg’s 
Soweto campus. Learners at schools 
in the surrounding communities will 
also benefit.

Stephan Erasmus, Van Schaik’s man-
aging director, said the bookstore was 
long overdue and would make life eas-
ier for students in the area.

“Van Schaik will offer school text-
books and we will cater specifically for 
students studying at the University of 
Johannesburg’s Soweto campus and 
Unisa students based in Soweto. Nurs-
ing and medical students who are 

Against all odds

studying and working at Baragwanath 
Hospital will also benefit hugely from 
our stock,” he said.

Erasmus said the company’s ulti-
mate aim was to be a “resource for the 
entire community of Soweto” by pro-
viding relevant books and promoting a 
culture of learning. Schools will get a 
12% discount on sales of R10 000 and 
more, and books worth R5 000 on sales 
of R40 000 and more. The company will 
source staff from the local community.

Former boxing champion, Dingaan 
Thobela, the author of The Rose of 
Soweto, launched his book at the store.

Ironically the opening of the book-
store follows on the heels of the collapse 
of Exclusive Books at the same centre 
in mid-2009. Its closure was blamed on 
readers’ lack of interest in reading fic-
tion, as most customers were students 
who bought academic books.

Encyclopedia Britannica, a home of 
writers, thinkers and philosophers, is 
searching for the oldest complete set 
of copies of the Britannica dating as 
far back as the 1800s and early 20th 
century. This is in celebration of the 
encyclopedia’s longevity and also to 
“hear out how the brand has featured 
in people’s lives”, said Encyclopaedia 
Britannica’s Ian Grant.

He said they “hope this quest will 
uncover hidden gems” and that any 
private owner of the oldest com-
plete set will win a “limited edition 

2010 32-volume encyclopedia with a 
Renaissance binding worth R40 000.

Entrants will automatically be 
entered into a free prize draw in 
which they could win one year’s full 
access to a huge database of Britan-
nica Online worth over R500.

Those interested can register by 
visiting: www.brittanicabooks.co.za/
entry or send your name, contact 
details, print set publication year or 
story to quest@jacklinenterprises.
com or fax 011 314 2984. The closing 
date for entries is February 28.

In search of old Britannica

Academic book chain 
stretches to Soweto

The Van Schaik book chainstore has opened at Soweto’s Maponya 
Mall. Photo: Oupa Nkosi
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THE BILLION-DOLLAR SOCCER BALL 
by Michael Williams (Maskew Miller 
Longman) R79.97

Zimbabwean Deo is a young 
village boy with a crazy obses-
sion for soccer.

Deo lived with his mother, grand-
father and brother Innocent but, 
because of political instability in 
Zimbabwe, the family is forced to 
trek to South Africa, where they 
become refugees. After putting up 
with wild animals and crossing the 
Limpopo River, the family settles in 
Musina on a tomato farm.

Because the tomato farmer pays Deo’s 
family and other Zimbabwean farm 
workers small wages, the local com-
munity treats them harshly. When the 
farm situation becomes too tense, Deo 
and Innocent flee to Johannesburg. 

As South Africa witnesses the first 
wide-scale xenophobic violence, 
Innocent dies at the hands of attack-
ers and Deo catches a train to Cape 
Town where he becomes a glue-
sniffing street child.

Af ter  not ic ing 
Deo’s soccer skills, 
Salie, the coach of 
a street soccer team, 
recruits him to play. 
When Deo becomes 
the team’s star player, 
some members of the 
team start discriminat-
ing against him.

At a meeting set up by 
the team, the players are given an 
opportunity to tell their stories of 
where they come from and how they 
landed up on the streets. This helps 
Deo and his teammates understand 
one another better and they embark 
on a new friendship, and their soc-
cer team becomes one of the best.

Deo is chosen to play in the Street 
Soccer World Cup team representing 
South Africa. In the finals of the tour-
nament the team plays against Brazil.

When reading this book, my great-
est wish was that I could have read it 
before the xenophobic attacks last year. 
This novel, apart from the soccer angle, 
drives home the message that we need 
to have tolerance for foreigners.

Before, it was common in many 
of our communities to use the 
name makwerekwere,  and 
nobody thought it was wrong. 
I think it is important that 
young people try to under-
stand why people come to 
our country.

I found it refreshing to 
read about this important 

topic in the way it is presented. The 
language is easy to follow. What I did 
not like about the story is that the 
author does not tell us who wins the 
South Africa and Brazil match.

Thabang Koahela finished grade 12 
at Mosupatsela Secondary School 
last year
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can imagine the buzzing of 
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In my township, Kagiso on 

the West Rand, I have seen 
lots of Stanzas. Some make it 
in life, but most just stand and 

watch their dreams disappear. 
This book mirrors this world 

in which talented and hopeful 
youngsters from underprivileged 

communities wish to make it in 
this complex world.

Win one of three copies of 
Stanza’s Soccer World Cup and 
one of three copies of The Billion-
Dollar Soccer Ball courtesy of 
Maskew Miller Longman. To 
win, SMS “teacher” followed by 
“books” to 37406 (SMS costs R2).
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THE FINANCIAL              
SERVICES BOARD

DEBT MANAGEMENT
Debt is the number one financial problem for high and low income earners alike. According 
to the National Credit Regulator, the total cost of credit transactions entered into during 
the fourth quarter of 2008 was R58.84 billion. Mortgages accounted for 46.2% of the 
total credit transactions granted. A total of R7.23 billion was granted for other types of 
credit facilities during the same period last year. Credit cards and garage cards accounted 
for 37.09%, followed by store cards at 35.9%, bank overdrafts at 16.14%, services and 
other at 2.37% and other facilities, e.g. retail furniture accounts at 9.26%. 

Despite the decline in total credit granted, the actual number of accounts increased due 
to an increase in store cards. The increase in store cards, according to Econometrix,
can be attributed to the increased burden on disposable household income as a result 
of rising inflation and interest rates. In contrast, credit and garage cards, overdrafts and 
other credit facilities showed a decline.

The more we borrow, the more interest we pay and the less disposable income we 
have. Debt brings worry, stress, marital problems and a sense of hopelessness about the 
future. Debt can also enslave us – especially if we do not honestly face the problem 
and make a plan to get out of it and stay out of it.
A.  How do we get into debt?

B.  Getting out of debt
Where do you start? 
1. Face the problem
Make a list of all your creditors and write down how much you owe each one.

2. Draw up a budget
Paying off your creditors has to be your first priority. Put fixed expenses (e.g. water, 
electricity, school fees and rent or bond repayments) and a limited grocery expense at 
the top of your list. Work out how much you can afford to pay each creditor from what 
you have left.

3. Discuss this situation with your family
If you have adult family members depending on your income, you need to discuss it with 
them. All the members must cooperate, if your family wants to get out of debt. Everyone 
must agree on the budget you have drawn up and stick to it. It takes discipline, but it 
can be done.

C.  Managing your debt
First try to reduce the amount of debt that you are in. An acceptable level of debt is if you 
can pay the full installment each month, without defaulting on other obligations. 

If you pay less than the full monthly installment, you incur interest. This makes the 
following month’s installment higher – making it even less likely that you can afford the 
full installment.

Ways to reduce your debt
1. Know your debt
Know each debt, and its terms of repayment. Most importantly, know the interest you 
are paying each month on each debt. Then you will know which debts are priorities to 
pay off as soon as possible and which you can afford to carry a little longer.

2. Consolidate your debt
You borrow enough money from your bank to pay off all the many smaller debts at once. 
You then have only one creditor – your bank. Just make sure that your repayment of the 
consolidated debt does not stretch over a too long term.  

Do your homework carefully. Check that the overall interest you will be paying is less 
than the total of your individual accounts!

Be careful when consolidating all your debt so that you do not end up paying an item 
over a long term, e.g. buying a motorcar on your housing bond and paying it over 20 
years. 

Try by all means not to overload your housing bond!
3. Rationalise your insurance
If you feel you are paying too much for insurance, you can possibly reduce the total 
amount of your premiums. If you cancel (lapse or surrender) a risk policy, you lose 
your cover. But if it is an investment policy, you could lose what you have already paid 
into it. Find out the best way to get your life or endowment policy to fully paid-up 
status, or whether you can reduce the premiums.

Get advice from your insurance intermediary/broker. Don’t lapse or surrender 
a policy without checking what the implications are!
4. Pay off your home loan
Plan A
If you pay just 10% more on your monthly installment, you will pay off your home loan 
in a much shorter time. 

Plan B
Take any extra income and pay it on your home loan. 

Example:    An extra once-off payment of R5 000 will eventually save you thousands 
more over the term of your bond, because you will not pay the compound interest
on it.

Plan C
Unless you have a fixed interest rate, your installments will change with the current 
rate of interest. When it drops, keep up the higher payment. You will be surprised 
how much interest it will save you in the long run.

Talk to your bank and negotiate a lower rate on your home loan! E.g. graduates 
enjoy special rates with the banks.

5. Spend less
We are subjected to an almost constant bombardment of TV, radio and magazine 
advertisements urging us to spend, spend … spend. We need to become more aware 
of how we are tempted by advertisers to want things that we do not really need. We 
simply cannot buy everything our hearts desire. 

Below is a suggested list that you can consider cutting out of your budget in order to 
survive the debt trap:

• Alcohol      
• Tobacco / Cigarettes
• Entertainment
• Pay TV / Satellite TV
• Holidays clubs
• Gambling
• Eating out / Takeaways

What if your problem is serious?
If you are afraid to open letters from the bank, and regularly throw away bills, you are 
running from a serious problem. The problem will eventually find you. If you fail to pay 
your creditors they can take legal steps against you. Summons will be issued against 
you, and then a judgment. Then your name will automatically be handed over to a 
Credit Bureau and you will be negatively listed (blacklisted).

Credit bureaux are companies that keep a record of all consumers who use credit as well 
as details of their credit history. All credit bureaux must be registered with the National 
Credit Regulator. You can get a copy of your credit information from any registered credit 
bureau free of charge every twelve months.  

Tips on what to do if finding yourself in serious financial trouble

o If you own a home, your first priority is always to protect your home.
o Face up to the problem and contact your credit provider, e.g. bank.
o Ask them to work out the lowest possible repayment plan for your home 
loan that is acceptable to them.
o  Then stick to the new agreement.
o If you cannot reach an agreement with the credit provider, you may contact a 
registered debt counselor in your area.

Your Right to Know
Consumers need to know that before a credit provider can approach a court for a 
judgment as a way to enforce a payment, the credit provider is required in terms of 
the National Credit Act to give you prior written notice. The credit provider must also 
inform you of the options available to you, namely:

• Seeking help from a debt counselor;
• Seeking help from a alternative dispute mechanism; or
• Bringing your payments up to date.
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Bad reasons for getting into debt
• We want to impress people
• We want to compete with our rich 

friends
• We want to buy something because 

everybody else has it
• We are convinced by a clever 

salesperson to buy something
• We cannot control our bad spending 

habits
• We need money to maintain a too high 

standard of Living, according to our 
income

• We want to be in fashion

Good reasons for getting into debt
• To pay for education/studies, an 

affordable vehicle and a place to stay
• We need something and will be able to 

repay the debt
• It will enable us to get out of a temporary 

situation where your monthly debt 
repayments are too high 

• The price of the item is rising every 
month

• When the repair cost of the asset is too 
high – it will cheaper to replace it

Tips: Remember, always 
pay off the debt with the 
highest interest!
Prioritise your payments. 
Prioritising means paying
for essentials first. Bond 
repayments, rent, school 
fees, car repayments and 
food are essentials. If 
these are not paid, the 
consequences are serious!

Contacts details of institutions that deal with complaints or provide 
information relating to Credit:

The National Credit Regulator (NCR)
No 127, 15 Road, Randjies Park, MIDRAND
Toll share: 0860 627 627 or (011) 554 2600, Fax: (011) 554 2871
E-mail: info@ncr.org.za or complaints@ncr.org.za

Credit Information Ombud
Post Net Suite 444, Private Bag X1, Jukskei Park 2153
Tel: 0861 66 28 37, E-mail: ombud@creditombud.org.za

The Ombudsman for Banking Services
PO Box 5728, Johannesburg, 2000, Tel: 0860 800 900, Fax: (011) 838 0043
Financial Ombudsman Call Centre: 0860 662 837
E-mail: info@obssa.co.za
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Situated about 60kms outside Polokwane in a remote area 

of Limpopo, Dendron is one of two of the ten Dinaledi Schools 

adopted by the Old Mutual Foundation that made it to the list. 

The other one is Pietermaritzburg Girls High.

Andile Ncontsa, head of the Old Mutual Foundation, says: 

“What is most remarkable is that Dendron Secondary does not 

have Mathematics, Physical Science, Chemistry or Computer 

laboratories, which proves that resources are not the sole 

determinant of academic success. 

“Leadership and dedication from teachers, parents and students 

are also key determinants of success. The Old Mutual Foundation 

is now working with the Department of Education and other 

corporates to spearhead a drive to build Mathematics, Science and 

Computer Laboratories at Dendron Secondary by June 2010”. 

In 2007, the Old Mutual Foundation earmarked R420 000 worth 

of support for Dendron Secondary School over a period of three 

years in a bid to inspire pupils and shore up mathematics and 

science pass rates in one of the remotest areas of Limpopo. 

The Old Mutual Foundation focuses on initiatives that build 

excellence in the teaching and learning of Mathematics, Science 

and English as an instructional language at secondary schooling 

level to ensure that the percentage of learners passing these 

subjects, which are foundations for scarce skills, is greatly 

enhanced. Its interventions at schools are intended to address 

the following impediments to an effective schooling system:

Last year the school had a 98% matric pass rate and 78% of 

matric students achieved a University Entrance mark.

Moloko Matsapola, principal of Dendron Secondary School, 

explains that the school has an intensive study regimen: learners 

are divided into teams to study together and create healthy 

competition amongst one another.  

Team members and leaders are rotated on a regular basis to 

ensure that all learners have an opportunity to work with, and 

learn from a team that is doing well. The learners study from 6pm 

to 11pm each night, Monday to Monday. This intensive programme 

ensures that the syllabus is completed by May each year and the 

rest of the year is spent in revision and tests. 

The School Governing Board is part and parcel of running the 

school. Not a single decision is made without their involvement. 

Teachers make great sacrifices, teaching on Saturdays and 

sometimes Sundays. Parents vote by their feet in sending their 

children to a school with limited resources. Their commitment 

is to make sure that their children are at school, disciplined and 

learning. It is all about teamwork. 

Instructional functionality - improving the quality of 

learning and teaching of mathematics and science.

Regulatory functionality - assisting with the development 

of leadership and management of the school.

Infrastructural functionality - assisting with the provision 

of resources for the teaching and learning of mathematics and 

science.

Ultimately, says Ncontsa, “Through our interventions, we want 

our schools to be a window of a larger world - a place where 

learners discover big ideas and profound concepts that help to 

realise the South African dream of a better life for all.”

The Old Mutual Foundation has set aside an additional seed fund 

of R500 000 to build maths, science and computer laboratories 

at Dendron Secondary School. The total funding requirement for 

building and equipment is R4.8 million. Other corporates have 

been approached to collaborate. The Nedbank Foundation has 

given an indication that it will contribute an equivalent amount 

(R500 000) in 2010. Anglo American is reviewing the proposal – 

a fitting tribute and reward for the colossal success of Dendron 

Secondary School. 

For more information contact the Old Mutual Foundation.

Website: www.oldmutual.co.za
Telephone: 021 509 3333

At the start of each year we have a function to congratulate the 

learners who matriculated at the end of the previous year. They 

come to the event and motivate grade 12 learners to set their 

own goals, to work hard, to achieve and to succeed, he says.

Matsapola says that despite the school’s impressive academic 

record, it has very basic resources. There are only 12 permanent 

and six mobile classrooms for 926 learners. There is no 

administration block or even a staffroom. 

Matsapola says, “We have no mathematics or science laboratories. 

With the support from Old Mutual, we arrange for learners to 

do experiments at the University of Venda or the University 

of Limpopo. We are working with Old Mutual to invite other 

corporates to help us to secure permanent facilities. The current 

arrangement is working, but is not sustainable. While our children 

pass, and many of them are studying these subjects at university, 

they are not getting good preparation for tertiary education where 

these facilities are a standard requirement. Their confidence is 

affected”. 

“We have set ourselves a singular goal – to complete these 

facilities by June 2010. We have not failed in anything we have 

set as a target so far,” he concludes.

Dendron
Secondary School

Teamwork - the power behind 
Dendron Secondary School’s Success

Licensed Financial Services Provider

Highlights of 2008 Matric Results and Analysis

Candidates % Pass %Bachelors Ave A’s % Maths Science Bachelor Diploma Higher
degree >50 % >50 Degree 	 Certificate
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Trophies awarded to matriculants during an annual event.

Andile Ncontsa
Head: Old Mutual Foundation

One of only six formerly black schools to be named in the recently 
published Sunday Times Top 100 Schools is Dendron Secondary School in 
Limpopo, a school supported by the Old Mutual Foundation. 

The Colossal 
Success of Dendron Secondary School was established in 1999. In 2003,

it had its first Grade 12 class, which set a remarkable 
example for future matric learners by achieving a 100% pass 
rate. Showing that it was destined for great achievements, 
the school repeated this feat for four consecutive years!!

To assist with the fundraising 

campaign please contact:

Moloko Matsapola (Principal)
Telephone: 015 5010 855   
Mobile: 083 5856 140
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Passion for the right things
Advocate Thulisile (Thuli) Madonsela

Thembi Mahlangu-Matlhaela

T
hulisile Madonsela was 
appointed the third 
South African Public 
Protector last year after 
a unanimous recommen-

dation by a parliamentary multi-
party committee.

Madonsela trained as a teacher 
and went on to study law and today 
is a respected human rights lawyer, 
an equality expert, policy specialist 
and constitutional analyst.

Some of the leadership positions 
she has held include deputy direc-
tor general at the department of 
justice and constitutional develop-
ment, executive chairperson of the 
centre for reconciliation and equal-
ity studies and she played a pivotal 
role in proposing the setting up of 
the department of women, children 
and people with disabilities.

How old are you? 47

How do you earn your living?
I am the Public Protector (Ombuds-
man) of the country. I receive and 
resolve complaints concerning 
improper or prejudicial conduct of 
any person or entity that depends 
on public funds.

Where did you grow up?

My formative years were spent 
between Soweto and Swaziland. 
I went to school in Swaziland but 
spent school holidays at home in 
Dhlamini, Soweto.

What primary school did you go 
to?
I received most of my primary school 
education at Mbukwane Seventh 
Day Adventist School from 1968 to 
1974 in Swaziland.

Secondary?
From 1975 till 1979 I was at Evelyn 
Baring High School in Nhlangano, 
which at the time was a multiracial 
private school.

Tertiary?
From 1980 to 1981 I studied for a BA 
in humanities but could not com-
plete it. I obtained my first BA law 
degree in 1987 at the University of 
Swaziland. I later obtained an LLB 
degree in 1990 at Wits. I also did 
partial LLM studies at Wits and at 
the University of Pretoria.

Did you have favourite teachers?
Two of my favourite university lec-
turers were Patricia (Pat) McFadden 
(sociology) and Professor Thanda-
bantu Nhlapo (Law). At Wits I liked 
Ingrid de Villiers as a human being 
but my best lecturer was David 
Unterhalter. At primary school I 

was fond of my principal, Mr Mban-
jwa, and at high school my science 
teacher, Gloria Dlamini.

Why were you so fond of these 
teachers?
All of them had an incredible work 
ethic, made their subjects exciting 
and were caring human beings. Mr 
Mbanjwa was a spiritual leader and 
an excellent motivator. Ms Dlamini 
made science fun and applicable to 
everyday life. Pat McFadden was 
particularly passionate about the 
state, equality and the rights of citi-
zens. Ingrid de Villiers ran the law 
clinic at Wits and went beyond the 
call of duty to ensure redress for 
poor people.

How did they influence you?
Mr Mbanjwa influenced my faith 
and inculcated a charitable spirit 
in me. McFadden made me want to 
contribute to the creation of a more 
egalitarian world, which I cherish to 
date. Professor Thandabantu Nhlapo 
inspired a passion for human rights, 
and my love for research.

Do you still have contact with 
them and how?
Yes, I am still in touch with Profes-
sors Thandabantu Nhlapo, who is a 
deputy vice-chancellor at the Uni-
versity of Cape Town. He recently 
endorsed my candidacy for the Con-
stitutional Court. We also served 
together as constitutional experts 

during the drafting of the present 
Constitution and occasionally share 
platforms as constitutional and 
human rights experts.

What were your favourite sub-
jects and why?
At primary school I loved English lit-
erature because it took me to places 
I could never go to physically.

From your point of view, what are 
the qualities of a good teacher?
A good teacher makes any subject 
exciting and easy to comprehend. A 
good teacher makes a learner believe 
in herself or himself. A good teacher 
also cares beyond teaching.

What are the things a teacher 
should never do or say?
Teachers should never say: “This 
subject is difficult”. They should 
never say: “You are not smart 
enough” or “You’ll never amount 
to anything”. Teachers should not 
make children feel bad about the 
inability of their parents to pay 
[school fees] on time.

Teachers should be exemplary 
and should avoid favouritism as this 
makes other children feel worthless.

What message do you have for 
teachers in South Africa?
You are the foundation of soci-
ety. Because of you we have lead-
ers, inventors and various great 
human beings.

June 12  1998 will remain etched 
in my memory for many years; 
in fact it will for as long as I 

am on this planet. That was the day 
one of my dreams came to fruition. 
After struggling for some time to 
get a decent shelter for my grade R 
children, I eventually moved into 
new and beautiful classrooms with 
my learners.

Let me give a little background to 

My mission accomplished

Advocate Thulisile Madonsela

www.up.ac.za

The University of Pretoria offers three distance education 
programmes to teachers who want to advance their careers:

ACE: Education Management
“Internationally comparable” (introduced in April 2008)

ACE: Special Needs Education 
• BEd (Hons) Education Management, Law and Policy 

We offer:
Excellent student support 

• Fees covering all learning material – no hidden costs 
• Exam centres and contact sessions throughout South Africa

All educators who would like to nd out more about the University’s distance programmes 
are invited to return this coupon to: PO Box 22041, Helderkruin, Roodepoort, 1733 or fax it to 
(011) 768-1248.  For further enquiries, kindly contact Andries Pelser at tel: (011) 760-3608 or 
cell: 073 232 3173  e-mail: edutel_upta@iafrica.com *www.edutel.co.za

Title: ................  Initials:  ....................  Surname ......................................................................

Postal address:  ........................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

Tel: (w):  .................................... (h)  ....................................... (cell) ........................................

Programme in which you are interested in receiving further information:......................................

....................................................................................................................................................................
Phone (011) 760 3608 or 073 232 3173

Distance Education Programmes

“Internationally comparable” (introduced in April 2008)

*new SAQA approved
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help you understand why I rate that 
day as special. 

In 1985 I started a pre-primary facil-
ity in Siyabuswa Township in the 
former KwaNdebele in Mpumalanga. 
The idea about starting this came to 
me after I realised most children in 
the area started schooling without 
being prepared for formal education.

The poor economic situation in the 
area meant the little money parents 
contributed was not sufficient to buy 
even a few bags of cement, let alone 
dozens of bricks.

We used to operate in a run-down, 
makeshift structure. In summer the 
heat became so unbearable I had to 

take the children out and teach them 
under the trees. Things were even 
worse when it rained because the 
roof was so porous that we had no 
choice but to instruct the children to 
stay home.

Despite these challenges I never 
took my eyes off the ball. I remained 
focused on achieving my dream of 
helping to lay a solid academic foun-
dation for the children in my com-
munity. So, with the backing of the 
community, I went around asking for 
donations to put up a brick-and-mor-
tar structure. 

I even crossed the oceans. I went as 
far as Germany where church organi-

sations donated to our cause. The local 
business community also responded 
positively.

In June 1998 a new building, boast-
ing five playrooms, a dining hall, 10 
toilets and a special classroom (cul-
tural centre), was completed.

So my excitement on the day the 
facility opened was unmatched. 

I invited parents in great numbers 
and I also organised for a priest to 
give a thanksgiving sermon. Parents 
brought cakes and refreshments to 
celebrate and to congratulate us.

Enrolment shot up from 20 to 150. 
This encouraged me to upgrade my 
grade R qualifications. Today I have a 

BAHon degree with special emphasis 
on special-needs children.

I am pleased that I lived to see my 
mission accomplished. 

Just seeing children playing noisily 
about the school yard always swells 
my heart with pride and a sense of ful-
filment. Indeed, the day will remain 
special to me.

Thembi Agnes Mahlangu-Matlhaela is 
a teacher and a founder of Khayelihle 
Pre-Primary School in Siyabuswa, 
Mpumalanga. She was the winner in 
the category of excellence in grade R 
teaching in the 2009 National Teach-
ing Awards


